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White Sea to the Baltic, through the Baltic republics of
Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania. Moraines, boulders, drumlins,
etc,, bring a little variety to the landscape; but these features
are definitely subordinate to the plains. The flat surface and
the immature drainage system have combined to produce
many peat-bogs and marshes, especially in the North Dvina
and Pechora basins, and near Leningrad and the southern
shores of Lake Ladoga.
The ice-sheet centred on the North Urals, which also left
behind a number of morainic hills and ridges during its
retreat, combined with the Scandinavian ice to form one
great sheet. This held up the waters of the Dvina and Pechora
basins, and at one period the North Dvina drained into the
Volga system to the south. The waters of these two rivers
formed large lakes, divided into basins by the Timan Range.
The east-west direction of some parts of the courses of the
rivers is due to the fact that they were compelled to run along
the edge of the retreating ice. When eventually the Scan-
dinavian and Urals ice-sheets, during the course of their
retreat, split apart, the Pechora river was able to find a way out
towards the north. Later the North Dvina made its way along
the edges of the Scandinavian ice, through the lower Pinega
valley, and then northward into the sea along the Kuloi
valley. It established its present river-mouth at a later stage.
Many peculiarities of the river net in the north of the Plain
can be traced back to the end of the Great Ice Age. For
example, extensive terrace formations and alluvial deposits
mark the course of former river-beds.
The lake deposits have formed vast level plains between the
upper courses of the rivers, of great value in the establishment
of portages between the streams. Moraines are not strongly
developed on these plains.
Southern and Central Plains of Fluvio-glacial Sands and Clay
'Deposits
In Western Europe, during the Great Ice Age, the rivers
which flowed northward from the Alps and the Carpathians